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Leader to Speak in 


Civic Auditorium Tuesday Evening 


Not only members of the union labor movement 
in San Francisco, but the general public in all 
walks of life are evidencing a deep interest in the 
address to be given by Sir Walter Citrine, secre- 
tary of the British Trade Union Congress, at a 
mass meeting in the Civic Auditorium next Tues- 
day evening, January 7. It is also stated that dele- 
gations fram the northern and central portions of 
the State have signified their intention of making 
the journey to this city for the express purpose of 
hearing the address of the noted British labor 
leader. 

Wide Range of Knowledge 

While no specific subject has yet been announced 
by the speaker, it is known that in other cities 
which he has already visited one of his topics has 
been “How and Why Britain Was Caught Nap- 
ping.” But the general theme of his remarks can 
he anticipated, coming as he has so recently from 
a land where history-making events are happening 
swiftly, and tragically. Thousands will be anxious 
to learn what new patterns are being shaped for 
British labor by the war, and the prominent posi- 
tion which Mr. Citrine occupies in his home land 
is sufficient evidence that he can speak from thor- 
ough knowledge, and authoritatively, upon this and 
other subjects connected with the conflict. 

Since the annual convention of the American 
Federation of Labor, in November, to which he 
was invited as a guest speaker, Sir Walter has 
visited some of the larger cities of the United 
States and delivered his message. 

The San Francisco mass meeting was originally 
inaugurated by the State and city central labor 
bodies, but numerous citizens in the civic, business 
and professional life of the city have since cheer- 
fully entered into active participation in sponsoring 
the event as an evidence of their appreciation of 
the heroic battle being fought by the people of 
England. 

Mayor Angelo Rossi has already signified his 
intention of being present, and it is expected that 
Governor Olson will come from Sacramento if his 
duties, in connection with the meeting of the Legis- 
lature this week, will permit. Each of these officials 
have been invited to welcome the speaker. 


Labor Will Honor Guest 


Members of union labor not only will wish to 
hear the message of the speaker, but equally to 
honor the visit of a prominent official in the labor 
movement of another nation. Secretary Edward D. 
Vandeleur of the State Federation of Labor, Presi- 
dent John F. Shelley and Secretary John A. 
O’Connell of the San Francisco Labor Council, 
and President Alexander Watchman and Business 
Representative James Rickets of the San Fran- 
cisco Building and Construction Trades Council will 
officially represent their respective organizations, 
as an evidence of hearty welcome to the guest. A 
band will provide preliminary entertainment. 


The Guest Speaker 
Sir Walter Citrine is a native of Wallasey, Che- 
shire, and is in his fifty-third year. He received 
an elementary school education, later entered the 
electrical trade, became a trained craftsman, and 
held numerous positions in the union in that in- 
dustry. He served for many years on the executive 


committee of the Liverpool Trades Council, and 
was chairman of the Wallasey Labor party. He 
also held the position of president of the Federa- 
tion of Engineering and Shipbuilding Trades in 
the Mersey district, and was finally elevated to the 
general secretaryship of the British Trades Union 
Congress, the position he now holds. 

The Congress has over 200 affiliated organiza- 
tions, representing in the neighborhood of five 
million members. As an integral part of the 
British political life it is said to be consulted not 
only in regard to labor legislation but in many 
governmental subjects affecting general conditions, 
and many of its leaders have held and now hold 
high political offices. In its general program and 
activity in the political field the labor movement 
in that country differs widely from that of the 
American Federation of Labor, as, indeed, the 
general labor situation in the two countries also 
differs. 

An International Official 

Sir Walter is also president of the International 
Federation of Trade Unions, whose headquarters 
have been successively in Amsterdam, Berlin and 
Paris. At the outbreak of the war the union 
movements of practically all principal nations, ex- 
cepting Russia, were affiliated with this interna- 
tional body, including the American Federation of 
Labor. In South America, the Mexico and Argen- 
tine labor movements were members. 

His title of “Sir” was bestowed by the king in 
the early ’30s, when he was made Knight Com- 
mander of the Order of the British Empire. He 
has always declared that he deemed the honorary 
title one in recognition of the labor movement of 
his country, rather than having been bestowed 
upon him personally. In June of this year he was 
raised to the king’s Privy Council. 

Has Numerous Activities 

Other positions he now holds include a director- 
ship of the London “Daily Herald,” considered one 
of the foremost of labor dailies; member of the 
advisory council of the British Broadcasting Com- 
pany; member of the National Institute of Indus- 
trial Psychology; an executive committeeman of 


(Continued on Page Two) 


Supreme Court Upholds 
Award in Accident Case 


The California State Supreme Court last week 
turned down the appeal of the employer to escape 
payment of a $2500 penalty award for “serious and 
wilfull misconduct” to the widow of J. D. Fase, 
window cleaner, killed in a fall from the Phelan 
Building. 

Attorneys for the California State Federation of 
Labor had contended before the Industrial Acci- 
dent Commission for the $2500 award in addition 
to the normal $6000 compensation for death, and 
the commission ruled in favor of their contention. 
The employer appealed in an effort to escape pay- 
ment of the additional $2500, but with the high 
court decision in favor of the widow, she will 
now receive a total of $8500 for the death of her 
husband. 


President, in Notable | 
Address, Appeals for 
United Defense Effort 


An appeal to the people of the United States to 
give one hundred per cent support to the national 
defense program and aid to England featured the 
address of President Roosevelt over the three 
major broacasting systems last Sunday evening. 

The President declared the adequate develop- 
ment of defense at home and aid to Britain re- 
quired united effort by management, labor and all 
other citizens. 

Must Protect Social Gains 

He denied the Administration had any intention 
of sending an expeditionary force abroad and re- 
asserted his declaration that social welfare gains 
must not be sacrificed in carrying out the defense 
program. Highlights of President Roosevelt’s ad- 
dress follow: 

The nub of the whole purpose of your President 
is to keep you now, and your children later, and 
your grandchildren much later, out of a last-ditch 
war for the preservation of American independence 
and all of the things that American independence 
means to you and to me and to ours. 

Never before since Jamestown and Plymouth 
Rock has our American civilization been in such 
danger as now. 

Plan of Nazi Masters 

The Nazi masters of Germany have made it 
clear that they intend not only to dominate all life 
and thought in their own country, but also to 
enslave the whole of Europe, and then to use the 
resources of Europe to dominate the rest of the 
world. 

The history of recent years proves that the 
shootings and the chains and the concentration 
camp are not simply the transient tools but the 
very altars of modern dictatorship. They may tall 
of a “new order” in the world, but what they have 
in mind is only a revival of the oldest and worst 
tyranny. In that there is no liberty, no religion, 
no homie. 

Unholy Alliance of Power 

The proposed “new order” is the very opposite 
ot a United States of Europe or a United States 
of Asia. It is not a government based upon the 
consent of the governed. It is not a union of ordi- 
nary, self-respecting men and women to protect 
themselves and their freedom and _ their dignity 
from oppression. It is an unholy alliance of power 
and pelf to dominate and to enslave the human 
race. 

There is no demand for sending an American 
expeditionary force outside our own borders. 
There is no intention by any member of your 
government to send such a force. 

Declares Against War 

Our national policy is not directed toward war. 
Its sole purpose is to keep war away from our 
country and away from our people. 

And after the present needs of our defense are 
past, “a proper handling of the country’s peace- 
time needs will require all of the new productive 
capacity—if not more.” 

No pessimistic policy about the future of Amer- 
ica shall delay the immediate expansion of those 
industries essential to defense. We need them. 

I have the profound conviction that the Ameri- 
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British Labor Leader to 
Speak Here January 7th 
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the Red Cross and St. John War Organization; 
an original member and present governor of the 
National Institute for Economic and Social Re- 
search, and general secretary of the National 
Union of Electrical Workers. Of positions per- 
taining to present governmental affairs, Citrine is 
a member of the joint consultative committee to 
the Ministry of Labor, the trade union advisory 
committee to the Ministry of Supply, and the con- 
sultative committee of the Treasury. He is said 
to be wont to remark, when his numerous activi- 
ties and the positions which he holds are men- 
tioned, that he wonders what he does in his spare 
time. 
Previous Visitor Here 

As has been mentioned in previous issues, Sir 
Walter addressed the annual convention of the 
American Federation of Labor held in San Fran- 
cisco in 1934, when he told of the rise of the 
European dictatorships. He then reminded the 
delegates that while it might not at the time seem 
possible for fascism to develop in a country like 
the United States, with an age-long democratic 
tradition, still the trade union movement of Ger- 
many, representing over five million members and 
led by some of the most able of leaders, had been 
destroyed by fascism in a comparatively few months. 
The same had occurred in Austria. He declared 
fascism, which had originated in Italy and spread 
to Germany, had at that time created an unrest, 
which if continued would inevitably lead to world 
war. He told of meetings which had been held by 
the executive committee of the International Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions, in both Berlin and 
Vienna, in an endeavor to ascertain from the labor 
movements in Germany and Austria what they 
were doing to meet the obviously growing danger 
of a Fascist outbreak, and to aid them if possible, 
though recognizing the autonomy of the two 
bodies in their respective countries and the risks 
they alone would assume while the movement in 
other countries would be comparatively safe. He 
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President’s Appeal to Labor and Industry 


HAT portion of the notable radio address 
delivered by President Roosevelt, last Sun- 
day evening, in which particular reference was 
made to the part of labor in industry in for- 
warding the defense program was as follows: 


SACRIFICE— 

“This nation is making a great effort to pro- 
duce everything that is necessary in this emer- 
gency—and with all possible speed. This great 
effort requires great sacrifice. 


PROTECTION— 


“T would ask no one to defend a democracy 
which in turn would not defend every one in 
the nation against want and privation. The 
strength of this nation shall not be diluted by 
the failure of the government to protect the 
economic well-being of all citizens. 

SKILL— 

“If our capacity to produce is limited by ma- 
chines, it must ever be remembered that these 
machines are operated by the skill and the sta- 
mina of the workers. 


then related various incidents which later happened 
in the two countries—the insidious moves of the 
dictators, the brave stand made by labor under 
adverse circumstances, the Reichstag fire, and the 
armed fight of the workers in Vienna. Citrine 
further declared that because the king of Italy 
had been false to his coronation oath and because 
he declined the advice of his ministers Mussolini 
was able to assume power, followed by the reign 
of terror, the imprisonment of his political and 
industrial opponents, and the betrayal of his 
promises to the workers. In this address in San 
Francisco the speaker, almost at the outset of his 
remarks, set forth that the trade union movement, 
as a voluntary association, can only exist and func- 
tion in an atmosphere of freedom, and that we 
cannot condemn dictatorship when it is exercised 
by our opponents and condone it when it is exer- 
cised by those we call our friends. 

In view of the broad knowledge which Citrine 
has acquired in the positions for observation and 
first hand information he has occupied, together 
with tragic events of the Old World in the past 
year which he has experienced, his Auditorium ad- 
dress on next Tuesday evening will doubtless 
prove highly interesting and informative. 

2 
ORDER TO PAY BACK-WAGES 

Restitution of approximately $12,000 in back- 
wages due employees of the Canyon Corporation, 
a mining company of Maitland, S. D., under wage 
and hour provisions of the Fair Labor Standards 
act has been ordered in a consent decree signed 
in the United States Circuit Court at Sioux Falls. 
The decree affects about ninety-five employees. 


Get Your Next 


SUIT 


at 


ROOS BROS. 


Market at Stockton Street 


RESPONSIBILITY— 


“As the government is determined to protect 
the rights of workers, so the nation has a right 
to expect that the men who man the machines 
will discharge their full responsibilities to the 
urgent needs of defense. 


SECURITY— 


“The worker possesses the same human dig- 
nity and is entitled to the same security of posi- 
tion as the engineer or manager or owner. For 
the workers provide the human power that 
turns out the destroyers, the airplanes and the 
tanks. 


DIFFERENCES— 


“The nation expects our defense industries to 
continue operation without interruption by 
strikes or lockouts. It expects and insists that 
management and workers will reconcile their 
differences by voluntary or legal means, to con- 
tinue to produce the supplies that are so sorely 
needed.” 


Address by the President 


(Continued frum Page Onc) 
can people are now determined to put forth a 
mightier effort than they have ever yet made to 
increase our production of all the implements of 
defense, to meet the threat to our democratic faith. 
As President of the United States, I call for that 
national effort. I call for it in the name of this 
nation which we love and honor and which we are 
privileged and proud to serve. I call upon our 
people with absolute confidence that our common 
cause will greatly succeed. 
The President’s appeal to labor and industry is 
quoted in full at the top of this page. 
faerie — 


Agreement With Mannings 


Following an extended period of patient nego- 
tiation and conferences, the first agreement be- 
tween the unions of the culinary crafts and the 
restaurant department of Mannings Inc. has been 
consummated. The firm operates eight places in 
San Francisco and it is understood that some 15) 
of its employees were involved in the agreement. 

Hours of the workers will be reduced from 48 
to 40 per week, and there will be general wage 
increases, and improvement in relation to vaca- 
tions. 

Four unions—Cooks, Waitresses, Waiters and 
Dairy Lunchmen, and Miscellaneous Employees— 
participated in the negotiations through the Local 
Joint Executive Board, with Business Agent Ken- 
neth Ryan representing the Board, and Malcolm 
L. Stewart acting in behalf of Mannings Inc. 

The agreement marks another noteworthy for- 
ward step for the San Francisco culinary unions 
in their business-like dealings with the larger 
chain restaurants, and also as a_ contribution 
toward establishing fair competitive conditions in 
the industry. 
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A year ago there were fifty A. F. of L. local 
unions in the chemical industry field. Today, there 
are 151 local unions, representing approximately 
20,000 dues-paying members. 
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Three 


State Legislature Will 
Convene Next Monday 


The Legislature of California will meet next 
Monday in the regular biennial session. Under the 
constitution of California the first part of the ses- 
sion may not exceed 30 days, after which a 30-day 
recess shall be taken, the purpose being that the 
lawmakers and the public shall have opportunity 
to study measures which have been proposed up 
to the time of the recess. There is no limit on the 
time the second session may continue. 

As has already been announced, labor will spon- 
sor a number of bills many of which, to be pre- 
sented by the State Federation of Labor, were 
outlined in last week’s issue of the Labor Clarion. 
|.abor representatives, of course, also will be on 
guard against any proposals which may be deemed 
detrimental to the interests of the workers. 

The legislatures of forty-three states are sched- 
uled to hold sessions this year, all of which will 
convene in January, except Florida, which meets 
in April. 

In his column in the San Francisco “Chronicle,” 
Earl C. Behrens, the well known political writer, 
states that a compilation of pending matters made 
by the Associated Press indicates that national de- 
fense items, including the enactment of statutes to 
fit State programs into the federal plan of defense 
preparations, will be up in many States. 

“It is becoming increasingly evident,” he con- 
tinues, “that many matters will be presented under 
the guise of national defense in an effort to obtain 
large appropriations or to reduce opposition to 
particular bills.” 

In California, as in other States, reapportion- 
ment of congressional and legislative seats will be 
an issue because of changes resulting from the 
1940 census figures. Under the new apportionment 
it is expected that California will gain three addi- 
tional seats in the national House of Representa- 
tives. 


—- a 
Five Injunctions Dissolved 


Union labor in California enters the new year 
with five less restraining orders against picketing, 
as the result of activities of attorneys for the State 
Federation of Labor during the past week. Stipu- 
lations arranged by them with employers’ attor- 
neys accounted for three dismissals: Dias vs. Re- 
tail Clerks, in Sunnyvale; Austin vs. Retail Clerks, 
in Palo Alto; and Oates vs. Laundry Workers in 
Palo Alto. 

In San Jose, the long-standing injunction of the 
Sainte Claire Hotel against the culinary unions 
was dissolved, and in Sacramento, the Black and 
White Taxi Company injunction against the taxi 
drivers ended with a stipulation. 
> 

A. F. OF L. WINS POLL 

Insurance agents employed by the Colonial Life 
Insurance Company in New York voted by a sub- 
stantial majority in favor of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor rather than the C.1.O. to represent 
them in collective bargaining at an election held 
by the New York State Labor Relations Board. 
Ninety-five agents voted. Of these fifty-eight votes 
Were cast for the A. F. of L., twenty-nine for no 
union, and only six for the C.I.O. 

oo 

Tahoe National Forest provided more than 50,- 
000 of California’s 1940 Christmas trees. 
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FIGHT TWO RADIO STATIONS 

Radio stations KMTR and KGFJ are the ob- 
jects of a vigorous campaign being waged by 
Electricians’ Union No. 40, of Los Angeles, it was 
learned last week. According to Al Speede, busi- 
ness agent of the union, the two stations have 
declined to negotiate with the union. He asserted 
that the entire trade union movement in southern 
California was co-operating in asking advertisers 
to refrain from purchasing time on the two sta- 
tions. 

ae ee It 
URGES ABOLITION OF TIPPING 

Describing tipping as “unwholesome and un- 
democratic,” Mary Anderson, director of the U. S. 
Women’s Bureau, urged the abolition of this prac- 
tice in an address before the annual meeting of 
the American Association for Labor Legislation in 
Chicago. “We know that irregularity of employ- 
ment is one of the great hardships that confront 
all wage earners,” she said. “But for workers who 
rely partly or entirely upon tips for their compen- 
sation the problem of uncertain income is many 
times more serious.” 

— . — 


File Charges Against 
Isleton Cannery Firm 


In complaints filed last week, Ensher, Alexan- 
der & Barsoon, Inc., cannery operator at Isleton, 
was charged with wholesale violation of laws 
enacted to protect labor. 

Attorneys for the California State Federation 
of Labor, on behalf of Cannery Workers’ Union 
No. 20324, filed charges with the National Labor 
Relations Board alleging that four men had been 
discharged “because of their membership in, 
activity on behalf of, or sympathy towards” the 
A. F. of L. union. 

The State Industrial Welfare Department was 
also asked to investigate asserted violations of the 
minimum wage law of the State, in so far as it 
affects women and minors. Various affidavits sub- 
mitted, attorneys for the Federation informed the 
Industrial Welfare Department, also indicate that 
the company has violated the provisions of the 
Labor Code with reference to one day’s rest in 
seven, and also for outright non-payment of 
wages. 

According to A. E. Bilger, business agent of the 
union, a complete investigation of the cannery’s 
operations is demanded in order to insure compli- 
ance with the law. “Some of the affidavits in my 
possession,” Bilger said, “furnished by employees 
of Ensher, Alexander & Barsoon, Inc., indicate 
that the company ignored practically every law in 
order to chisel on its workers.” 

~ * 

“It is a most difficult task to drag to its destruc- 
tion a beast of the field, but is sometimes a hope- 
less undertaling to attempt to rescue a human 
being.”—Dr. Charles Stelzle. 


Textile Union Official _ 
Declares Against Strike 


Advising against any hasty and _ ill-considered 
strike action, Joseph Sylvia, president of the Fed- 
eration of Woolen and Worsted Workers of 
America, commented sharply, in New York City, 
on a suggested C.I.O. strike. 

“My attention has been called,” said President 
Sylvia, “to a statement issued by the officials of 
the C.I.O. textile union, threatening to call a strike 
in the woolen and worsted industry. 


Contracts to Be Kept 


“As president of the Woolen and Worsted Fed- 
eration, affiliated with the A. F. of L., I would 
inform all concerned that there will not be a strike 
in the woolen and worsted industry. 

“First of all, we have contracts and agreements 
with a number of mills providing for collective 
bargaining and the right to take up the wage ques- 
tion at any time. These contracts will not be vio- 
lated. 

“Secondly, we announced our wage policy two 
weeks ago, giving as our reason for a general wage 
raise, the increased living costs and _ profitability 
of the mills to grant the same. We have already 
negotiated wage increases in some mills and others 
are in the process of negotiation. 


“Trick Statement” Charged 


“Third, according to our laws, no strike can be 
called without a vote of the members. We under- 
stand that the statement issued by the officials of 
the C.I.O. textile union is designed to force the 
unorganized textile workers into the C.I.O. These 
workers will not be deceived by trick statements. 

“We are advising the unorganized textile work- 
ers not to be stampeded into any strike and advis- 
ing them further to come into the federation and 
take up their wage grievances and other working 
conditions through the process of collective bar- 
gaining. The organized textile workers have not 
voted to strike. The unorganized are in no position 
to strike.” 

Sylvia further stated that information coming to 
the union executive board was that an increase in 
wages would soon be secured, and that the union’s 
position was being made known at this time in 
order to avoid any misunderstanding. 
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The President’s Address 


The radio address of the President of the United 
States last Sunday evening probably attracted 
wider attention, not only in our own nation but 
throughout the world, than any message delivered 
in recent years by the head of a government. 


The tension existing among all civilized people, 
due to the current situation in world affairs, lends 
itself to providing an audience which would hardly 
occur in other circumstances. And when the demo- 
cratically chosen representative of the greatest and 
most powerful of present officially declared neutral 
nations announced his intention to speak, keen in- 
terest naturally was aroused. The announcement 
also was unusual in the history of this country, due 
to the fact that the President will next. week de- 
liver his annual address to Congress on the “state 
of the nation,” and speculation was rife as to the 
real meaning of his making a public pronounce- 
ment at the particular time. The general consensus 
of opinion seemed to be that Mr. Roosevelt desired 
to fortify with the people of the country his gen- 
eral position on present world affairs prior to pre- 
senting his plans and policy thereon to Congress. 
In the course of his address the President said: 


“If we are to be completely honest with our- 
selves, we must admit there is risk in any course 
we may take. But I deeply believe that the great 
majority of our people agree that the course I 


advocate involves the least risk now and the 
greatest hope for world peace in the future.” 


His entire address may be said to have been an 
argument in support of that position. No other 
course could have been expected—and he presented 
his views in the customary manner that has 
gained for him the confidence and following of 
millions. 

Some of the highlights of the President’s 
address, and, in full, his reference to the part 
expected of labor and industry in the defense pro- 
gram are given elsewhere in this issue. 

It was noted that the address was in general 
terms, throughout, hence with an omission of de- 
tails as to present future policies. Nothing was 
said on subjects dealing with the war which have 
been mentioned in the press and publicly discussed 
in the past few weeks—among those being possible 
direct financial support to England, the convoying 
of ships to the war zone by the United States 
navy, the lending of needed supplies later to be 
repaid, or repeal or amendment of the neutrality 
and Johnson acts. Neither did the President men- 
tion the “short of war” limitation in discussing the 
necessity of giving all possible aid against the 
dictator nations, which limitation he had previously 
mentioned in a public address, and which has been 
the policy advocated by the American Federation 
of Labor and a numerous portion of the general 
public. Flence it is that when the President 
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week, there will again be widespread attention, to 
the end of being made aware of the details of 
plans which he may propose, not only in regard 
to the European situation but also those having 
to do with the present and future internal and 
fiscal policies of the nation. 

And none will be more interested than the union 
labor movement. The workers, as represented in 
the American Federation of Labor, are whole- 
heartedly committed to the policy of the building 
up of the defenses of our nation, and their pledge 
to that end is well known. Likewise are they com- 
mitted to all support, short of war, for the demo- 
cratic nations of the Old World. 

It cannot be denied there are wide differences 
of opinion, throughout all classes of people, as to 
what will constitute the latter commitment, espe- 
cially in relation to certain suggestions which have 
been made that on being carried out might be 
deemed provocative of war. The announcement of 
the President’s policies and the opinions and action 
of Congress thereon will be awaited with interest. 
It is a time for serious, not to mention patriotic, 
consideration, and for free and—let us hope—tol- 
erant discussion. 


ee 
Push Organization Now 


More than ever before, 1941 will be a time for 
the organization of new unions and for the 
strengthening of old ones. 

Today labor has the free opportunity to organ- 
ize. Perhaps even more important than that, labor 
can take part in the new control of industry only 
if it is organized. 

The lone and lonesome worker is out of the 
picture. This is the great day of organization. We 
are entering a period of industrial control, 
through organization, greater than has gone before. 

li you are not in a union, you are merely behind 
the parade. You are out of it. You are on the side- 
lines, merely an onlooker. 

Get into an American Federation of Labor union 
today. If there is none in your trade or occupation, 
write to the A. F. of L., at Washington, or go to 
the central labor hody in your community for 
advice. Get into a union where you count for 
something! 

seek a eggs woe ee 
Conserve Workers’ Rights 

The New York “Herald-Tribune” is regarded as 
a conservative organ, and that fact makes its con- 
denination of those who would take advantage 
of the defense emergency to assault labor stand- 
ards doubly significant. In commenting upon the 
recent radio address by President Green of the 
American Federation of Labor, the ‘“Herald-Tri- 
bune’”’ said: 

“Mr. William Green has pledged the A. F. of L. 
to the defense effort with vigor and forthright- 
ness. He has pledged it to ‘avoid strikes, not only 
for trivial reasons but for scarcely any cause un- 
less particular conditions become completely un- 
bearable.’ He has pledged it to ‘any reasonable 
and necessary sacrifices’; he has founded his posi- 
tion upon the rock-bottom truth that ‘national de- 
fense means self-defense to American workers’: 
he has cited the ‘glorious’ example of British trade 
unionism’s response to a national crisis, nor has he 
weakened the force of his declaration by includ- 
ing a few inferential side shots at the Congress of 
Industrial Organizations, in which there have been 
evidences of a less whole-souled understanding of 
labor’s stake in defense. 

“The address is a fine one and makes salutary 
reading after the outpourings of those statesmen 
who are going about the land talking of making 
strikes in defense industries a criminal offense, or 
otherwise converting preparedness into an assault 
on labor standards and union organization. De- 
fense will be nothing if it is begun in a civil war; 
and it is as important to conserve the position of 
the workers, where that is possible, as to conserve 
the position of industrial owners or any other class 


delivers his annual message to Congress next ; in the community.” 
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Comment on World Events 
(LL. N.S.) 

Organized labor is in a commanding position in 
Great Britain today and will remain in the same 
position after the war. Moreover, there will be a 
fundamental change in the British economic sys- 
tem after the war, as a result of labor’s leadership, 
The truth of these assertions becomes more and 
more plain, with the passing of each month. 

One of those who have brought out most clearly 
the position of British labor is W. L. Batt, a 
deputy commissioner of the National Defense Ad- 
visory Commission. What he says of the situation 
in Britain has a direct bearing on our own affairs 
and is of interest to every wage earner, particu- 
larly to those in unions. Discussing the question, 
“What If Britain Wins?” Mr. Blatt recently said 
in a New York address: 

“If Britain wins, will it be the same old story 
of the World War over again, with the same old 
British Empire under the same leadership restored 
to a position of world dominance? We need only 
to look to recent developments for a clear-cut 
indication that the answer to that question is 
‘No.’ 

“T want to go on record right here with the 
assertion that capitalistic imperialism and _ indi- 
vidual control of great financial and economic 
power is as dead in England today as the feudal 
system. The social and financial aristocracy that 
has directed the affairs of the British Empire for 
so long has seen its day.” 

* * * 

Then Mr. Batt goes on to point out that British 
labor now holds the whip hand and intends to 
keep it. He says: 

“The British working men—the wage earners of 
the lower and middle-classes—are the ones who 
have borne the brunt of this war's terror and in 
whose hands now rests the fate of the empire. It 
is they, not the old leaders, who cry out: ‘This war 
will bloody well be fought to a finish.’ 

“Britain may go down but no compromise set- 
tlement will be engineered behind their backs. 
Their spirit is the soul of England today—our 
guarantee that if we send help, it will be put to 
the use for which it was intended. And they are in 
the saddle. When the fighting is over and Britain 
has won, they will remain in the saddle. 

“Whatever the precise form of England’s gov- 
ernment, I should think that you can put it down 
as fact that one of her leaders will continue to be 
Ernest Bevin, now Minister of Labor, a trade 
union leader with a record and personality and 
capacity for governing that has earned him the 
respect for all England, including his former poli- 
tical opponents.” 

* * * 

After emphasizing that labor leaders, as repre- 
sentatives of the classes that are fighting the war, 
are taking an ever-increasing share of the burden 
of government, Mr. Batt adds: 

“There, then, is a phenomenon of great import- 
ance; if Britain is victorious it will be because of a 
new kind of leadership—a leadership of the work- 
ing people—of the people who stand the brunt of 
the struggle—out of whose burning sacrifice has 
grown this epic soul. British labor has been a 
hundred years trying by one means and another to 
reach this leadership—now it has it.” 

TAKEN FOR GRANTED 

“Notwithstanding the too-prevalent propaganda 
from all sides, the hope and prayer of the Ameri- 
can people today is that we shall be spared the 
horrors of war. They have taken for granted that 
the authorities at Washington meant what they 
said and said what they meant when they prom- 
ised to keep us out of war.”—William Cardinal 
O'Connell, Boston. 

— > 

“The finer the nature, the more flaws will show 

through the clearness of it.”—Ruskin. 
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Facing the Facts 


With PHILIP PEARL 


Let’s polish up the old crystal ball again and see 
what it gives for 1941. 

We see—we do, indeed—a banner year ahead 
for American workers. 

We see long lines of workers trooping into mills 
and factories all over the land, with many new 
plants being built and many new homes. We see 
the lines of unemployed at job agencies dwindling 
rapidly. We see 6,000,000 men and women getting 
new jobs in private industry. We see pay envel- 
opes growing slowly but steadily stouter, what 
with the greater demand for labor and overtime. 
In short, we see, during 1941 at least, a return of 
prosperity for the great mass of workers. 

We also see a peaceful year ahead in American 
industry. There will be fewer and fewer strikes. 
The leaders of the American Federation of Labor 
will be working in close harmony with the leaders 
of industry and government in a united effort to 
step up production and avoid interruptions of 
work. 

We see the ranks of the American Federation 
of Labor growing more numerous and ever 
stronger as the unorganized workers of our coun- 
try learn to appreciate the benefits of trade union- 
ism. We see a healthy growth in the influence of 
the American Federation of Labor in national af- 
jairs through legislation and through increased 
representation on governmental agencies. Finally, 
we see those anti-labor. forces anxious to grind 
labor down defeated on every front as the logic of 
labor’s program gains wider public acceptance. 

A Turning Point in the War 

But as we swing the crystal ball around and 
bring the Old World into focus, the picture clouds 
and threatens. The war in Europe will go on with 
increasing savagery. The air is thick with bombs 
and explosions. It is difficult to discern the out- 
come. 

We see Great Britain bravely holding out 
against the blitzkrieg and dealing out more and 
more punishment to her totalitarian aggressors. 
\We see her in sole command of the Mediterranean 
and driving Nazi Germany closer and closer within 
the circle of central Europe. We see great fleets 
of airplanes and ships pouring in a steady stream 
from America to Great Britain, bringing her new 
power and new courage to keep up the good fight 
for democracy. 5 

We see—dimly, it is true—a turning point in 
the war. And it is turning in favor of the democra- 
cies as against the dictatorships. We see a turn- 
ing point in the thinking and morale of the op- 
pressed people now enslaved to the dictators. We 
see desperate and ever more desperate days ahead 
for these dictators. 

And—yes—we see daylight ahead. Perhaps it 
is a mirage born out of thirst for peace and wish- 
ful thinking, but it seems clear to us Hitler and 
Mussolini and Stalin and all the cruel things they 
stand for are on the way out. 

Much more clearly can we see that the sparks 
of war now falling dangerously close to our own 
shores will subside and leave the United States of 
America safe from the conflagration. We see a 
mighty wall of defense being erected with record 
speed to guard our coastline. And we see the 
shafts of hate, venom and aggression which 
seemed to be heading our way from Europe, fall- 
ing spent into the Atlantic and being quickly ex- 
tinguished. 

Peace is Wonderful 

And now, turning back home again, we cast our 
prophetic eye on the civil war in the labor move- 
ment and find an increasing movement toward 
unity. We see it clearly. We see an inevitable 
disintegration of forces within the C.I.O. We see 
a trend among many disillusioned organizations in 
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the C.1.0. to come back to the American Federa- | 
tion of Labor. We see the American Federation of 


Labor welcoming home more of its errant organi- 
zations. 


We see this happening through the compulsion 
of events and the pressure of the nation’s needs. 
Division and disunity in labor cannot exist in- 
definitely in a country where solidarity and unity 
are essential to self-defense against powerful for- 
eign enemies. 


America cannot afford division in its first line of 
defense—the nation’s workers. Labor cannot af- 
ford it. The only forces in the country which are 
anxious to prolong this war are the coterie of dis- 
loyal, communistic leaders in the C.I.O. and the 
selfish, ambitious individual who relies on their 
support. That individual once was president of the 
C.1.0. He now has a puppet president functioning 
in his place. 

Can the C.I.O. rebellion go on in the face of 
internal revolutions and external pressures? The 
answer is no. We see it clearly . 

So, summing up the entire picture, the year 
ahead looks most promising. We hope the picture 
develops during the coming months as we see it 
through our crystal ball—and we wish all of youa 
Happy New Year! 
ee ee 

SURVEY OF RENT PRICES 

A U.S. Bureau of Labor study of city dwelling 
rents, reported upon last week, disclosed the cost 
of a home in the low rent bracket ($30 a month or 
less) had gone up in the past three years, while 
those in the $50 a month or better, had shown 
a tendency to decline. San Francisco showed in- 
creases in both brackets, 3.2 and three-tenths of 
1 per cent, respectively. 

a See ee, 
ACCIDENT DEATHS RISE 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company statisti- 
cians estimate 98,000 deaths from injuries in the 
United States in 1940, or nearly 5500 more than 
in 1939. Each of the major classes of accidents has 
shared in the general increase. The greatest pro- 
portionate increase was shown in occupational acci- 
dents. Deaths resulting from automobile accidents 
will reach about 34,500 or 2000 more than last year, 
but 5000 fewer than in 1937. 
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DEFENSE COMMISSION PAMPHLET 

The National Defense Advisory Commission 
has released a pamphlet describing the functions 
and duties of the Commission and its various de- 
partments and officials, with a summary of its ac- 
tivities for the past six months. The pamphlet was 
issued in answer to numerous requests for a pub- 
lication describing the work of the Commission 
and the part it takes in the national defense pro- 
gram. 
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FREE CLASSES FOR ADULTS 

The W.P.A. Education Program of the Califor- 
nia State Department of Education announces the 
opening of its spring term January 6. A large 
variety of interesting subjects is offered free to 
adults at the new Adult Center, 1157 Mason street, 
and at other centers and clubs. For list of subjects 
offered, and the scheduled hours and location of 
classes telephone EXbrook 8891 or call at the 
W.P.A. Education Program office, 585 Bush street. 
oe_—_—_——_- 


RAISE OUT-OF-WORK BENEFITS 

The New Jersey legislature passed a measure 
increasing benefits under the state’s unemployment 
compensation law. The maximum weekly payment 
would be increased from $15 to $18 and the weekly 
minimum from $5 to $7, while the maximum num- 
ber of weekly benefits payable during a year would 
be raised from sixteen to eighteen and the mini- 
mum from three to six. The waiting period before 
a claim could be filed is cut from two weeks to 
one. The measure was sent to Governor Moore. 
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The Man Who Sees 


By DR. CHARLES STELZLE 

The biggest man on any job is the one who has 
ideas. In facing our problems—and this applies to 
personal matters as well as to national affairs— 
there are four things that we must do with them: 
first, we must see them; second, we must study 
them; third, we must state them; and fourth, we 
must solve them. ; 

The trouble with most of us is that we reverse 
this process. This is what usually happens in in- 
dustry, in politics, in international affairs. We get 
together and immediately we determine that 
“Something must be done.” And because we 
haven’t any ideas about the matter we finish up 
by passing a set of resolutions which some phrase- 
maker has prepared, refer the whole matter to a 
“special committee,’ and then we go home feeling 
that the job has been finished. But it hasn’t ever 
been begun. It takes a long time for the commit- 
tee to report, if it ever does so. 

It is interesting that when somebody does 
present a real idea it acts like an electric spark. 
The crowd comes to life, and everything clears up 
very quickly. The man that stands out, therefore, 
is the one who has ideas—the man who can see 
the problem. He may not be a great student, he 
may not be able to make a great speech, but if he 
can “see’—to use an old phrase objectively, if he 
is a “seer’—a prophet—he becomes our leader. 

The principal job of the problem-seer is to dis- 
cover the causes of the chaos we are facing. After 
these have been made clear, we shall be able to 
solve our problems. Then is the time for the ‘“‘prac- 
tical” man—the engineer—to begin his part of the 
job. He is the man who knows how to make the 
maps and the blue-prints. 

But the ability to see is not limited to the so- 
called wise men—the great men—of our times. 
They seem to have bungled things pretty badly. 
It is rather startling that there seem to be times 
when there’s only one man who has the qualities 
which equip him for leadership in an industry or 
in a government. But that is only our own blind- 
ness. The fact is, we simply haven’t discovered 
others who have what is needed to do the job. 

Such men may be found among the workers, 
who are close to life. For, after all, the funda- 
mental facts to be discovered are basically human. 
And it does not require a college degree or a 
social position to learn of what these consist. This 
is daily being discovered in all human affairs. The 
first and probably one of the most essential things 
is to have an open and receptive mind, with the 
ability to see things objectively. New ideas do not 
evolve from a brain crowded with prejudice. 

—_—_— <> 


Committee Chairman Resigns 


William Allen White stated this week he had 
decided to resign as chairman of the Committee 
to Defend America by Aiding the Allies, but would 
retain the post until his successor is chosen. 


White, 72-year-old publisher of the Emporia 
(Kan.) “Gazette,” said in a statement the “chair- 
man job is too much for a man who has to earn 
a living running a country newspaper.” “The 
menace of appeasement is heavily financed and 
only our committee is organized to meet this 
threat,” White’s statement further asserted. 


An Associated Press dispatch stated that White's 
decision to resign followed indications of disagree- 
ment among committee members themselves and 
widespread discussion of the committee’s aims. 


Opponents contended the committee was trying 
to get the United States into the war. Committeé 
spokesmen insisted they wanted to give Britain 
all aid “short of war.” 

———_—_—_ &__—__— 

Applications from 7000 women were. received 
by the U. S. Army in San Francisco for 99 jobs 
as hostesses at new army camps. 
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Walkout of Delegates 
At C.I.O. Convention 


The recent three-day convention of the Mary- 
land and District of Columbia Industrial Council, 
held at Hagerstown, ended suddenly and dramati- 
cally. “The sudden and unexpected end came,” 
says the “Labor Herald” of Baltimore, “after a 
few Communist stooges, protected by the chair- 
man of the resolutions committee and with the aid 
of the convention chairman, stifled the anti-dicta- 
torship delegation by preventing them from speak- 
ing on a resolution to outlaw nazism, fascism and 
communism.” 

This procedure resulted in the walkout of the 
meeting of twenty-two delegates, representing the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers’ Union, the Tex- 
tile Workers’ Union, the Steel Workers, the Ship- 
yard Workers and a few individual delegates. This 
delegation, well informed unionists say, comprises 
nearly 75 per cent of the C.I.O. membership in 
Maryland. 

Official Issues Statement 

A statement issued by Ulisse DeDominicia, man- 
ager of the Baltimore Joint Board of the Amal- 
gamated and head of the union delegation at the 
Hagerstown convention, said, in part: 

“The statement by Sidney Katz that the Cloth- 
ing Workers had made an ‘attempt to smear the 
C.1.0.’ by bringing up the question of communism 
at the State convention is an outrageous distor- 
tion of the truth. 

“The Clothing Workers were interested as 
American citizens to reiterate the resolution in 
total accepted unanimously at the Atlantic City 
convention of the C.1.0., which condemned dis- 
tinctly all ‘isms’—fascism, nazism and communism. 
If it were true that the State convention of the 
C.1.O. in Hagerstown, Md., had accepted the reso- 
lution of the national convention of the C.I.O., the 
Clothing Workers would not have walked out. 


Omit Mention of Communism 


“The Newspaper Guild from Washington found 
it necessary in their resolution to condemn fas- 
cism and nazism, but deliberately omitted com- 
miunism, 

“The Clothing Workers’ resolution was a ver- 
batim copy of the resolution introduced by Thomas 
Kennedy of the United Mine Workers of America 
at the national convention of the C.1.O. in Atlantic 
City, condemning fascism, nazism and communism 
as totalitarian philosophy diametrically opposed to 
the American way of life. 

“The substitute resolution, the 
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Newspaper Guild of Washington, at the Hagers- 
town convention, merely reaffirmed belief in the 
American institutions while noticeably refraining 
from naming communism as one of the three 
notorious forms of dictatorship. 


“Railroading” Methods 

“John T. Jones [the presiding officer] in refus- 
ing the floor to members of the Amalgamated 
delegation both before and after the moving of the 
previous question, succeeded in railroading the 
entire controversy. This action can only be inter- 
preted as an unwarranted assumption of dictatorial 
and autocratic power against one group in this 
convention comparable only to fascist or nazi 
methods of action. 
“There was, therefore, no alternative for the 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers’ delegation but to 
walk out in protest of the convention in Hagers- 
town.” 


—— 
TO RENEW AUTO REGISTRATION 


The annual period for renewal of auto registra- 
tion is January 2 to February 4. Renewal proced- 
ure consists of three simple steps: Look at the 
1940 registration card. Note the total of fees for 
1941 as stated in the lower left hand corner of the 
card. This replaces the former postcard notice. 
The total consists of the $3 registration fee and 
the vehicle license fee at the rate of $1.75 per $100 
of car value. Take the 1940 card and amount of 
1941 tees to any office of the Department of Motor 
Vehicles or, if a member of the California State 


Automobile Association, to any of its offices. 
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A. & P. CLERKS TO VOTE 

An election to determine a collective bargaining 
representative for 4000 clerks employed in stores 
of the Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company in 
New York City will be held this month under the 
direction of the State Labor Relations Board. The 
board ruled that 1000 butchers employed by the 
chain constituted a separate craft and were entitled 
to signify in a preliminary vote whether they 
wished to bargain as a craft or be included in the 
same unit as the clerks. The Retail Clerks’ Inter- 
national Protective Association, has been conduct- 
ing an aggressive organizing campaign among the 
A. & P. clerks in the New York City area. 

A ?e = 
BOARD QUITS UNDER FIRE 

The five members of the Camden, New Jersey, 
Housing Authority have resigned and, as a result, 
Nathan Straus, United States Housing Authority 
administrator, has indicated that Camden would 
get a $1,409,000 federal loan for a new housing 
project. 


The resignations followed disclosures of 
real estate speculation in connection with a site 
for a proposed North Camden housing project and 
charges of irregularities on another local project 
about two-thirds completed. After an investiga- 
tion by Federal agents, Straus threatened to with- 
hold the grant for the North Camden develop- 
ment. He told Mayor Brunner that the Camden 
authority would have to be reorganized before any 
further Federal aid could be expected. 
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“Some people do the thinking; others do the 
re-thinking.”—War Cry. 
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Labor Ready to Support 
“The March of Dimes” 


President William Green of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, has again pledged the united sup- 
port of that organization to the “Fight Infantile 
Paralysis” 1941 campaign. 

Meeting with Keith Morgan, national chairman 
of the Committee for the Celebration of the Presi- 
dent’s Birthday, Green said: 

“T am pleased to accept your invitation to serve 
as a member of the executive committee of the 
Committee for the Celebration of the President's 
Birthday. 

Green Expresses Deep Interest 

“I gladly do this because of my deep interest in 
your great humanitarian undertaking. It fits in with 
the national defense program because the promo- 
tion and preservation of health is essential to the 
creation of adequate national defense. 

“The work of your committee is compelling, It 
appeals to the heart and conscience of all classes 
of people. Every man and woman in America 
should extend to your committee whole-hearted 
support.” 

Plans are being worked out by President Green 
and officials of the Federation for active participa- 
tion in the campaign, as has been the custom on 
the part of labor since the inauguration of this 
great humanitarian work. A number of the big 
unions are going to make their contributions in 
various ways and then send the report of their 
activities direct to President Roosevelt at the 
White House. 


Chairman Tells of Need 


Mr. Morgan, praising the support of the A. F. 
of L. in past campaigns, declared that he knew 
that labor is enthusiastically in agreement with 
President Roosevelt in his recent declaration, 
“Nothing is closer to my heart than the health of 
our boys and girls and young men and young 
women—to me it is one of the front lines of our 
national defense.” 

“The many outbreaks of infantile paralysis this 
past summer,” Mr. Morgan continued, “with epi- 
demics menacing a dozen states from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific, and with 10,000 cases recorded, 
shows the need for continuing this fight. 

“Many of the chapters of the National Founda- 
tion for Infantile Paralysis have expended all of 
their funds in caring for the stricken. The Na- 
tional Foundation, too, needs added ammunition 
so that the attack now well begun will be main- 
tained until the disease eventually is stamped out.” 

The campaign will open on January 13 and close 
on January 30, the latter date being President 
Roosevelt’s fifty-ninth birthday. 

= > 
TO PROTECT DRAFTEE®S’ JOBS 

Meeting to draft its legislative program for 1941, 
the executive council of the New York State Fed- 
eration of Labor decided to ask federal and state 
legislation to guarantee the re-employment of men 
called for military service. The Federation will 
seek an amendment to the State Labor Relations 
act to provide that refusal to rehire employees dis- 
charged from military service shall constitute un- 
fair labor practice. The council also voted to work 
for an amendment to the unemployment insurance 
law which would increase the maximum benefit 
period from thirteen to sixteen weeks and reduce 
the waiting period from three weeks to one week. 
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A Fresno winery is constructing the largest cel- 
lar of oak wine casks in America, with a total 
capacity of 2,000,000 gallons. 
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Farmers’ Organization 
Pledges Aid to Unions 


Meeting in national convention in St. Paul, the 
National Farmers’ Union declared unanimously 
for closer unity with and support of organized 
labor. The convention adopted a resolution which 
said: 

“Whereas, Labor—in factory, office, mine and 
field—has, since the founding of this nation, been 
the producer of our national wealth, and repre- 
sents the very fabric of democracy; and 

Denied Rightful Benefits 

“Whereas, Under the prevailing economic sys- 
tem, labor—both urban and rural—has been de- 
nied its rightful share of the benefits of its efforts 
and its work; and 

“Whereas, The sympathy of interest between 
organized urban labor and organized rural agricul- 
ture is definite and positive; and 

“Whereas, The economy of the United States, 
under our democratic system of government, is a 
legislated economy; now, therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That we pledge to labor, in all its 
divisions, our continuing support of its efforts to 
attain economic justice and security through sound 
and necessary legislation, and we express our sin- 
cere appreciation of labor’s proven support of or- 
ganized agriculture in the Congress of the United 
States.” 

Labor Aid Lauded 

Speaking at a dinner to delegates, James Patton 
of Denver, newly elected president of the Farmers’ 
Union, said: 

“Anyone who is realistic about how things oper- 
ate in this country, and how we happen to get 
appropriation funds for our farm programs cannot 
help but extend thanks and express an attitude of 
co-operation to that other great mass group in 
this country—the organized laboring people. If 
it had not been for our Congressmen and Sena- 
tors from the labor districts, we probably would 
not have received appropriations for our farm pro- 
grams, 

“Yet we found all of the farm organizations 
except the Farmers’ Union trying to slit labor’s 
throat by working for the passage of the Barden 
amendments. We must, we shall and we are join- 
ing hands with organized labor to insist that all 
programs for defense, that all programs for labor, 
that the programs affecting the common people of 
the United States shall be executed with demo- 
cratic and not with dictatorial, bureaucratic or fas- 
cistic methods and controls.” 

The National Farmers’ Union was the first farm 
organization to instruct its national legislative 
representatives to co-operate with the American 
Federation of Labor in promoting labor legisla- 
tion. The union has pushed union label goods by 
calling upon all farmers to buy union label overalls, 
mittens, shoes, gloves and other union made 
products, 

i 
DAM NEARS COMPLETION 

The $4,500,000 Upper Narrows debris dam, in 
Nevada County, constructed to make possible re- 
sumption of hydraulic mining in Nevada and 
Sierra counties, will be completed during January. 
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In the 29 years of its existence, California’s 
Labor Commission has collected $14,100,000 in 
overdue wages for 305,000 persons. 
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SHIPYARD CONTRACT DISCUSSIONS 

Union representatives met in Oakland last week 
with officials of the Todd Shipyard Company to 
work out details of contracts covering construc- 
tion of the proposed eight-way shipyard to be built 
at Richmond at an estimated cost of $3,500,000. 
The company, it is reported, has contracts for 
thirty ships, construction of which is scheduled to 
Start as soon as the shipyard can be built. Both 
the shipyard and ship work will be built by A. F. 
of L. members entirely, according to union officials. 

pos me 
REPORTS NO UNEMPLOYMENT 

President Felix H. Knight of the Brotherhood of 
Railway Carmen, in a review of the Brotherhood’s 
accomplishments during 1940, revealed that unem- 
ployment among members of the union has been 
almost completely wiped out and that the organ- 
ization has found it difficult to meet all demands 
for car builders. “We are scouring the country for 
more men to fill the needs of the carriers,” Knight 
said. ‘‘Nothing like that has happened for 16 or 18 
years.” He added that membership of the Carmen 
has climbed materially during the year and that 
many “company unions” in the craft have been 
displaced. 


> 
New Congress Takes Over 


The new Seventy-seventh Congress begins its 
sessions today (Friday), and on Monday, in joint 
session of the Senate and House, will hear the 
annual message of the President. Senator Hiram 
W. Johnson of California, and Representative 
Richard J. Welch of the Fifth district, left for 
Washington shortly after Christmas Day. The new 
representative from the Fourth district, Thomas 
Rolph, had previously arrived in the national 
capital. 
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Illinois Governor Frees 
Five Imprisoned Miners 


The five “Du Quoin boys” are free. The men 
were pardoned by Governor John Steele in a State 
House ceremony at Springfield, Ill, attended by 
labor leaders. The Governor referred to the miners 
as “victims of circumstances created by others.” 

Governor Steele handed the pardons to the men, 
brought from the Southern Illinois penitentiary, 
and expressed hope the action would lead to 
friendlier relations between the C.I.O. United Mine 
Workers of America and the A. F. of L. Progres- 
sive Mine Workers of America. The five par- 
doned were Otis Battaglia, Sam Ferro, Robert 
Shingleton, Barney Rosetto and Emery Albers. 

Release of the prisoners ended a four-year or- 
ganized labor campaign to win executive clemency 
for the youths convicted of the fatal shooting of 
Taverne Miller, daughter of a Du Quoin miner. 
Vernon Miller, father of the child, was among 
those who had joined in the clemency appeal 
backed by William Green and John L. Lewis. 

The victim of the slaying was fatally wounded 
by shots fired from an automobile into the home 
of her father, who belonged to the United Mine 
Workers of America. The defendants were sym- 
pathizers of the then newly formed Progressive 
Mine Workers. 
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New International Union 
Chartered by Federation 


At the conclusion of a two-day conference, held 
in Washington, and attended by thirty-three dele- 
gates representing local unions in ten states, a new 
international union, named the Wine, Liquor and 
Distillery Workers’ International Union, was 
launched and chartered by the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

The new union, which is the 106th national or 
international union in the family of the Federa- 
tion, will include in its membership workers em- 
ployed in wineries and distillery and rectifying 
plants, and wholesale liquor salesmen. The dele- 
gates drafted and adopted a constitution, elected 
officers for the new union and set the next conven- 
tion for Atlantic City during the first week of 
September, 1942. Joseph O’Neill of Chicago, was 
elected president and Sol Cilento, of New York, 
secretary-treasurer. 


In presenting the international charter to the 
officers, President William Green of the American 
Federation of Labor pledged the new unit the full 
support of the Federation but reminded them that 
from now on they will function as a self-govern- 
ing, autonomous body. 


Warning the delegates that the liquor industry 
is one that attracts exploiters, Mr. Green cautioned 
them to be on guard against such interests and to 
“see to it that those elected to serve you are 
men whose character, integrity and ability are 
beyond reproach.” 
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Auxiliary of Carmen 1004 


By MARY GRANUCCI, Publicity Chairman 


Auxiliary No. 1004 held its annual Christmas 
party for the children on Monday evening, De- 
cember 16. Toys, candy and oranges were distrib- 
uted to the children and a huge tree was trimmed 
by Mrs. T. Granucci, and her committee. 

The party for the members was held in Mrs. 
Elvin Walker’s garage, and 25-cent gifts were 
exchanged. Mrs. Henry Noll, chairman of the 
N-O-P committee, took charge. The evening was 
spent in singing Christmas carols and each mem- 
ber was asked to participate in the program. Deli- 
cious refreshments were served. Quite a few of 
the members had the “flu” but we are happy to 
announce they are now either well or on the road 
to recovery. 

We hope we are not too late in wishing all of 
our friends success and happiness for the New 
Year. 
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Run o’ the Hook 


By FRED E. HOLDERBY 
President of Typographical Union No. 21 


This Sunday, January 5, the California Confer- 
ence of Typographical Unions will meet at 2 p. m 
in Watsonville, the meeting place being the Odd 
Fellows’ Hall, 17A East Third street. A meeting 
of the board of directors will be held at 10:30 a. m. 
at the Labor Temple, 462A Main street. Watson- 
ville-Salinas Union has arranged for a_ benefit 
luncheon in the Labor Temple at noon, to which all 
delegates and visitors are invited. Arrangements 
also have been made to entertain the lady visitors. 
Hotel Resatar, 467 Main street, will be the head- 
quarters hotel. 

Adolph A. Herzberg, representative of Denver 
Typographical Union, was in the city over the 
week-end. He is the brother-in-law of Louise Stret- 
ton, proofreader of the “Daily News,” whose death 
was reported in last week’s Labor Clarion, and 
came here to make funeral arrangements. Services 
were conducted for Mrs. Stretton from the Hal- 
stead chapel at 4 p. m. Tuesday, and inurnment 
was at Cypress Lawn Memorial Park. 

H. C. (“Shorty”) Gebhardt came in this week 
with a San Diego card. He reports that W. C. 
(“Shorty”) Hurtt is in a Los Angeles hospital 
with a broken leg. 

Mr. and Mrs. James McCoy arrived in San Fran- 
cisco last Friday from the Northwest. The Mc- 
Coys were superintendent and matron of the Union 
Printers’ Home at Colorado Springs until last 
month, when Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Hamilton of 
Fresno took over those positions. Since that time 
they have been on a motoring trip which will take 
them over most of the United States and Canada. 
Remaining over the week-end and visiting with 
friends, they left during the week fof southern 
California, via the Valley, with the intention of 
taking in Sequoia National Park en route. 

Through Secretary MacLeod, E. B. Anderson, 
for many years assistant foreman of the “Ex- 
aminer” chapel, and now residing in Oakland, 
sends holiday greetings to all his old friends in 
San Francisco. 

Word was received this week from L. H. Sey- 
mour, who since early this year has been residing 
at Bakersfield. Lee reports times as not so good 
and that he is seriously considering retirement to 
the pension roll. He sends his regards to all his 
friends here. 

Jack Weisenfeld, member of the “Chronicle” 
chapel, now stationed at Fort McQuaide near Wat- 
sonville, visited headquarters the first of the week. 
Jack is in the supply department and is on a week’s 
furlough. 

New Year’s Day was handled by George Davie 
this year in double feature style. Ushering in the 
new year was secondary to the fact that the first 
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of January meant exactly forty years’ membership 
in the union for Mr. Davie. 


C. E. Turner, secretary of Fresno Typograph- 
ical Union, accompanied by his son and daughter- 
in-law, spent the week-end in San Francisco and 
attended the East-West game at Kezar. 

A dainty Christmas package arrived at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Cuthbertson on December 
24. Her name is Judith. Mr. Cuthbertson is a 
member of the A. C. Johnson chapel. 


Emil Scheneck, of the “Recorder” chapel, after 
several weeks’ hospital treatment, returned to his 
home on Monday. 


News Chapel Notes—By L. L. Heagney 

It may be an indication of vanity to exult in 
the accomplishments of homo sapiens domiciled 
diurnally within chapel confines, nevertheless two 
“News” men made the December “Journal”: 
W. P. Davis, page 764, and E. E. Lowe, page 766 
so it would seem exultation is less boasting than 
warranted complacence. Mr. Davis put in a plug 
for a change in traveling cards which would in- 
clude addition of overtime not laid off; Mr. Lowe 
suggests hiring an editor for the “Journal,” with 
the possibility weekly issuance might ensue 
through savings by abandonment of magazine 
format for newspaper style. 

Ambidextrous, so he could be termed, for E. M. 
Blackford, who picks out a living on a lino key- 
board, discovers a talent latent through the years 
for raising cocker spaniels. Phone in your order 
early. 

Among the numerous holiday gatherings of 
chapeleers, one of the pleasantest was that pre- 
sided over by Mr. and Mrs. Harold Krueger. But 
swerving to everyday practicality, Harold says 
boulevarding of his street—Miguel—is under way 
and, weather permitting, will be completed within 
90 days. 

A former slave here, Jack Spann dropped in 
Saturday to exchange holiday greetings. Mr. Spann 
tells us the State College ‘on Haight street, where 
he is working, having installed a print shop a 
while back, now issues school publications semi- 
weekly. 

The Christmas fund collected by Chairman 
Abbott for apprentices and office boys averaged a 
little under $10 each. Apprentice Bobby Garner 
his proficiency quite apparent, printed a card of 
thanks in behalf of the juniors and posted it. 

“Meet me on Market street New Years Eve, 
Harry Beach told Harvey Bell, “and I'll buy a 
tom’n’jerry.” Although the promise was definite 
time and exact location decidedly were not, and 
an analysis should prove Harry didn’t intend to 
keep his word. Tsk, tsk! 

If evidence is reliable, then this shop is held in 
esteem by former workers as well as numerous 
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other typos. The evidence is the holiday greetings 
covering the bulletin board. 

Let’s hope ’41 treats all members of No. 21 with 
the most distinguished consideration. 


Gof News—By J. W. C. 

The tentative scheduling of the Golf Associa- 
tion’s annual party at the Rancho Hacienda, located 
at Pleasanton, for this coming August, has caused 
considerable comment among Association mem- 
bers as the annual party is the one affair of the 
year that every Association member looks forward 
to, and all are interested in the changing of courses 
for the annual event. In order to clear up any 
questions about the changing of courses, the fol- 
lowing is presented to clarify the officers’ position 
in scheduling the annual party at Rancho Ha- 
cienda: 

The annual party of 1940, as far as attendance 
was concerned, exceeded everyone’s expectations, 
and the grand turnout of members’ wives and fam- 
ilies for this event caused considerable comment 
among all present. The limited facilities at most 
of the clubs for the entertaining of children and 
of the ladies caused the officers to consider every 
site possible for the scene of the 1941 event, so 
that every possible facility would be at the dis- 
posal of the members and guests of the Associa- 
tion. Rancho Hacienda offered what seemed to be 
the ideal spot for an affair such as the Association 
will put on this coming year, and seemed to offer 
all possible facilities for entertaining guests of all 
ages. ; 

With an outdoor swimming pool, saddle horses 
and 510 acres to roam over, tennis courts, barn- 
yard golf and the real thing in golf (an 18-hole 
championship length course), two bars that are 
easily accessible from all parts of the course, and 
the use of a private dining room, if so desired, it 
is little wonder that the Association officers cast 
their eyes toward the Rancho as the scene of the 
1941 annual party. Due to a change in management 
around the fall of last year, the Rancho manage- 
ment has been most desirous to serve our Associa- 
tion for the coming year, and will bend every 
effort to see that our needs are taken care of. 

Short Shots—Season’s greetings were received 
by the Association from many members, and from 
several guests who have participated in past tour- 
naments. . .. The thanks of the Association are 
extended to all those members who remembered 
the Association the past holiday season. . . . Ac- 
cording to the daily press, one of the Association’s 
favorite courses is at present under the blue Pa- 
cific. The high tides of the past few weeks have 
completely inundated the best part of the Sharp 
Park layout, and it seems that this is getting to 
be a yearly happening. The February tournament 
of 1940 was played over the Sharp Park course, 
which at that time was just recuperating from the 
high waters of that year. It appears that the city 
fathers are a bit lax in their treatment of the 
Sharp Park course, and it seems a shame that each 
year the same thing occurs with apparently no 
attempt to remedy it. Most Association members 
are of the opinion that Sharp Park is the finest of 
all the city’s courses, and it is hoped that the next 
few days will see something done to take care of 
this situation. ... Remember to read your Labor 
Clarion, and that Association membership cards 
are only $1 per copy. 


o___ 


A seven-acre site at Coloma in El Dorado 
County, where gold was discovered in California. 
will be held for park purposes by the State Park 
Commission. 
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Mailer Notes 


By LEROY C. SMITH 


William Brink, editor of the New York “Mailer 
News,” sees through the smoke of battle to a new 
order in Mailers’ Union No. 6, and shows what 
problems complicated the local’s affairs, and what 
the progressive-minded members must do to meet 
them. The progressives have shattered the myth 
of foremen-group invincibility. Brink says, in part: 
“The untiring efforts of the members, after 30 
years or more, have finally succeeded in accom- 
plishing the removal of the ‘foremen group’ from 
power, and the return of the union to its members. 
The progressives were composed of the younger 
clement and many of the sincere older members. 
There were no leaders. Buying off one would not 
weaken the others. Working in a business-like man- 
ner, they bided their time, knowing what they 
were up against. They knew the first task was to 
break down the fear of reprisal. They had to con- 
vince members that -this foremen group had a 
bark, but no bite. They taught the members that 
their weapon was the I.T.U. law books, and that 
charges written under those laws would stand up, 
even if knocked down within the local. They had 
heen led to believe that appeals to that body would 
vain them nothing. The progressive members knew 
that in order to win this fight against the power- 
iul foremen group the most essential thing would 
he finances. This was readily obtained by volun- 
tary contributions, raffles and the like. Another 
necessary weapon was publicity, so the ‘Mailer 
News’ was born. Members began flocking over to 
the progressive side by the dozens, because they 
came to realize that the progressives were fighting 
their fight: a better union, better wages, better 
mailing rooms to work in and, above all, freedom 
of speech. 

“Some members may believe that the fight is 
over. But the more level-headed ones will realize 
that the fight has just started. Hatred will have 
to be broken down. We will have to forget what 
the various foremen did to us in the past. We will 
have to create a more fraternal feeling toward 
each other. This can be done by tearing down the 
wall that exists between New York and outside 
locals. Last, but not least, politics will have to be 
abolished.” 


The surest way to abolish political factions in 
the New York union would be for them to secede 
from the M.T.D.U., the latter, of course, being a 
foreman-controlled organization, with its officers 
heing mere figure heads, or alleged labor 
“leaders.” 


—_— > 
LUMBER WORKERS SEEK RAISE 

Their campaign for higher wages and vacations 
with pay having proven successful in the Seattle 
and Portland fir areas, the Lumber and Sawmill 
Workers (A. F. of L.) have begun negotiations 
with employers in eastern Washington and Idaho 
for recognition in the pine district. The union seeks 
an increase of 7% cents an hour and a week’s 
vacation with pay. 

= ea ae 
WORKERS’ AGE AND ACCIDENTS 

Many employers have refused to hire middle- 
aged workers, declaring that they were more sub- 
ject to accidents than are younger men. Such a 
contention is shattered in a recent report released 
by the U. S. Department of Labor in which it was 
shown that workers between the ages of 50 and 
59 had a rate of only 11.5 disabling injuries for 
every million hours worked, while in the 21 to 29 
age age Deaeket, the rate was 14.5. 
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TELL ’EM ABOUT THIS ONE 

Henry L. Stimson U. S. Secretary of War 
recently stated: “Labor difficulties account for no 
more than 1 per cent in the delay of cantonment 
construction. Twenty-five cantonments which are 
behind _ Schedule have been held up by other 
causes.” 

—————_ oo 
TAX DECLARED VOID 

A North Carolina tax against out of state re- 
tailers displaying goods or samples there to obtain 
orders was held unconstitutional by the U. S. 
Supreme Court last week on the ground that it 
discriminated against interstate commerce. The 
North Carolina statute, enacted in 1937, required 
out of state merchants displaying their wares in 
hotel rooms or other temporary locations to obtain 


a yearly license and pay a flat $250 assessment in 
advance. 


o> 
Denies Pardons to Miners 


Christmas pardons were denied by Governor 
Keen Johnson of Kentucky to the four Harlan 
county union miners serving life in the Evarts- 
battle cases of 1931, despite piled-up evidence of 
their innocence. The prisoners are W. B. Jones, 
Chester Poore, Jim Reynolds, and Al Benson. But 
Governor Johnson told a delegation of 55 persons, 
who met in his office on December 23 to press for 
the prisoners’ liberation, that he would “insist” 
that the parole board release them next August, 
when they will automatically become eligible for 
paroles. That was as far as he could go now, he 
declared. Most of the delegation comprised A. F. 
of L. officials from various parts of Kentucky. 

Widespread attention had been drawn anew to 
the Harlan prisoners as they faced a tenth deso- 
late Christmas behind stone walls, by a recent edi- 
torial in the Louisville “Courier-Journal,” leading 
southern daily, expressing belief that the four were 


‘innocent of the conspiracy charged against them, 


and declaring flatly that they were convicted “be- 
cause they were union miners, and because they 
were thought to be ‘Reds’.” 


eo 
Declare Contract Is Sell-Out 


Workers employed by Klauber-Wangenheim 
Company, San Diego wholesale grocery concern, 
were sold down the river by the C.I.O., in the con- 
tract recently signed with the company, it was as- 
serted last week by officials of the A. F. of L. 
Warehousemen’s Union. 


A. F. of L. Teamsters and Warehousemen re- 
ceive 65 to 80 cents per hour in San Diego, they 
said, as compared to the 60 cents per hour maxi- 
mum accepted by the C.I.O. In addition the 
C.I.O. scale ranges as low as 40 cents per hour 
for women in the manufacturing department. 


Other clauses in the C.I.O. contract drew fire 
from union circles. One section, reading, “It is 
provided, however, that members of the union 
shall have the right to withdraw from union 
membership without loss of their position if they 
can present evidence that their personal interests 
and employment conditions and employment op- 
portunities are being injured by the union . . .,” 
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was branded as completely open shop in character. 
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_| Advocates Extension of 
System to Protect Aged 


Paul V. McNutt, Federal Security Adminis- 
trator, declared this week that coverage of the 
governmenit’s old-age insurance system should be 
extended next year. He did not mention any spe- 
cific groups which he thought should be brought 
under the system, but made this general assertion: 


“Every American worker should have the same 
rights to build a stable future for himself and his 
family that workers in commerce and industry 
now enjoy.” 


Largest of the groups not now under the old- 
age insurance system are the agricultural workers. 

McNutt also said that steps should be taken to 
“rationalize the varying practices now prevalent 
from State to State and to make old age assistance 
more adequate and equitable in the protection it 
affords to the needy aged.” 


Under present law, the federal government will 
contribute up to $20 a month toward old age 
assistance for an individual, but will advance only 
an amount equal to what the State puts up. Some 
States take advantage of the federal maximum, 
but others do not, and thus individual payments 
vary widely in the different States. The adminis- 
tration is understood to be considering a flat fed- 
eral payment of $20 a month, irrespective of State 
payments. 
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In Aid of Greek War Victims 


Announcement is made, by J. G. Manus as the 
committee chairman, that Greek-American mem- 
bers of organized labor have voluntarily formed a 
labor committee to do their part in the activities 
of the Greek War Relief Association, composed of 
men and women of all classes, nationalities and 
creeds, “to help relieve suffering and distress 
among many thousands of destitute and homeless 
innocent victims—women and children—of ruth- 
less bombings and cruel invasions of a peaceful 
little country.” 

The announcement further states that “Little 
Greece, the Mother of Civilization, appeals for 
medical supplies, first aid, food and clothing for 
her civilians.” This appeal the committee is en- 
deavoring to answer, and is soliciting financial 
contributions to that end, it being also stated that 
all monies subscribed will be spent in the United 
States for supplies. Remittances should be made 
payable to the Greek War Relief Association, 1182 
Market street, San Francisco, which is the western 
area headquarters of the Association, and of which 
Peter Boudoures is the regional director. 

> 


“There is hardly anything in the world that 
some men cannot make a little worse and sell a 
little cheaper—and the people who consider price 
alone are such men’s lawful prey.”—John Ruskin. 
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S. F. Labor Council 


Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p.m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Room 214, Labor 
Temple. Headquarters phone, MArket 6304. The 
Executive and Arbitration Committees meet every 
Monday at 7:30 p.m. Union Label Section meets 
first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. 


Synopsis of Meeting Held Friday 
Evening, December 27, 1940 

Meeting called to order at 8:15 p. m. by Presi- 
dent Shelley. 

Roll Call of Officers—AIll present. 

Reading of Minutes—Minutes of previous meet- 
ing approved as printed in the Labor Clarion. 

Credentials—Laundry and Cleaning Drivers No. 
256, and Barbers No. 148, held over, no one ap- 
pearing; referred to the organizing committee. 

Communications—Filed: Minutes of the San 
Francisco Building and Construction Trades Coun- 
cil 

Bills were read and referred to the board of 
trustees, who reported favorably on same. 

Referred to the Executive Committee—From 
the American Building Maintenance Company with 
reference to controversy of Local No. 110 regard- 
ing janitors in the Clinton Cafeteria. Grocery 
Clerks No. 648, requesting strike sanction against 
Marinos Brothers, 200 Sixth street. Beauticians 
No. 12, requesting assistance of the Council in 
their controversy with the Hally-Meade Beauty 
Shop, 2012 Fillmore street, and the Marnett Beauty 
Shop, 2453 Fillmore street. Apartment House Em- 
ployees No. 14, requesting strike sanction against 
the Title Insurance and Guaranty Company, Ru- 
dolph Wax, W. W. Stevens, M. G. Anderson and 
Mrs. A. Coffer. The wage scale and ayreement of 
Cap Makers’ Union No. 9. : 

Donations for the Court Appeal Fund—From 
Bridge and Structural Iron Workers No. 491, $5; 
Hatters No. 31, $5. 

Referred to the Labor Clarion—Weekly News 
Letter from the California State Federation of 
Labor. 

Report of the Executive Committee—In the 
matter of Apartment House I:mployees No. 14, re- 
questing strike sanction against Mr. Helms, Mrs. 
R. Shastac, Mr. C. W. Higgina and Mr. N. D. 
Newhouse, Brothers Dreyer and Carver repre- 
sented the union; the basis of this complaint is 
the failure of these firms to pay wages and respect 
the conditions in the agreement: your committee 
recommends that strike sanction be granted. In 
the matter of Beauticians’ Union No. 12, and their 
controversy with Ann’s Beauty Shop, 952 Potrero 
avenue; the basis of this complaint is that this firm 
signed an agreement with the union which they 
failed to live up to; your committee recommends 
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that strike sanction be granted. In the matter of 
Local Joint Executive Board of Culinary Workers 
requesting strike sanction against the Joyland 
Cafe, 607 Larkin street; the basis of this com- 
plaint is the employment of non-union dishwashers 
and violation of the agreement by working seven 
days a week; your committee reconimends that 
strike sanction be granted. In the matter of the 
same union and the Pickwick Coffee Shop, Fifth 
and Mission streets; representatives of the Coffee 
Shop were present, and Sister Stafford appeared 
for the Local Joint Board; your committee heard 
all points at issue and referred said matter to the 
officers of the Council, who will endeavor to bring 
about an adjustment. In the matter of Jewelers 
No. 36 and Watchmakers No. 101, requesting 
action against the firms of A. Desenfant, Califor- 
nia Watch Case Company and Johnson & Wood, 
all of 150 Post street; the representatives present 
were from the Joint Council of Teamsters, Optical 
Technicians and Workers, Jewelers and Watch- 
makers, Building Service Eniployees, and Elevator 
Operators; this matter was gone into at great 
length about the unfairness of these three firms; 
your committee recommends that strike sanction 
be granted against the three firms enumerated in 
the complaint. In the matter of the Central Labor 
Council of Alameda County, requesting the co- 
operation of this Council against the firm of Mont- 
gomery Ward; Brothers Cohen and White ap- 
peared for the Central Labor Council of Alameda; 
the basis of this complaint is the refusal of the 
company to negotiate a contract, also that they 
will not recognize the unions as the collective bar- 
gaining agencies; your committee recommends that 
it declare its intentions of placing this firm on the 
unfair list. In the matter of Optical Technicians 
and Workers No. 18791, with reference to the 
negotiation of their agreement with the wholesale 
optical firms; this matter will be held in cominit- 
tee awaiting the result of the conference that was 
to be held Friday at 3 p. m. 
a whole concurred in. 

Reports of Unions—Culinary Workers—Re- 
ported that they have signed an agreement with 
Mannings Restaurants, gaining many benefits. 
Beauticians—Report that the’ Waldorf Shop, on 
Clement street, is unfair; request all to not pa- 
tronize same. Knit Goods Workers—Report that 
Gantner & Mattern Company is still unfair; union 
will continue the fight; thanked all who are assist- 
ing. Miscellaneous Employees No. 110—Will as- 
sist Knit Goods Workers in their strike at Gant- 
ner & Mattern Company; business good. Produc- 
tion Machinists No. 1327—Will negotiate a new 
agreement with furnace companies; have signed an 
agreement with Hammond Aircraft Company. 
Florists—Have called off strike at Avansino Mor- 
tensen Co.; request all to patronize shops display- 
ing the union house card; Council will turn over 
money on hand in office of the Council to this 
union. Cooks—Will assist Gantner & Mattern 
strikers. 

Receipts, $1264.05; expenses $1524.88. 

Council adjourned at 9:20 p. m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 
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Cooks’ Union News 


By C. W. PILGRIM 

No matter whether you “like my stuff” or not, 
here’s wishing the readers of this column a Happy 
and Prosperous New Year. It’s easier to do it this 
way than to send out cards to my large circle of 
friends and poison to my enemies. This way they 
both get what they think is coming to them, and 
it only costs me a little energy. 


Last year Local 44, and the culinary unions 
in general, did not do so bad, though they might 
have done better. There was nothing spectacular, 
like the hotel strike, but none the less our unions 
made progress. The cogks succeeded in getting the 
monthly paper started and, what is more to the 
point, kept it going. As I am writing, the eighth 
number is coming off the press. We are gaining 
more readers every issue and, better still, more 
writers are sending in their ideas and opinions. 
Outside of the presswork and mailing no one 
draws any salary—which latter may be news to 
some of our members. We haven’t made it the 
best labor paper in the U.S.A.—not yet—but we 
are receiving some very nice letters from people 
all over this country who tell us that they like 
the paper and urge us to keep it going. 

One of our biggest successes is the signing of 
the contract with Mannings Inc. We have been 
seeking this goal for many years, and it gives us 
great pleasure to know that from now on a union 
house card will be on display in all of the Man- 
ning houses. This leaves our hands free to go 
after some of the other non-union places still do- 
ing business in our fair city. 

Another success in co-operation by our related 
unions was the ending of the struggle among the 
hotel workers. Here, as usual, some concessions 
to the other internationals had to be made; but 
here, again, the main thine was to heal the breach 
and, as far as possible, liquidate the feud between 
the workers on the job; and this has been accom- 
plished. Now, Hotel Workers’ Union No. 283 
can go ahead and organize the workers so as to 
he in a position to bargain for a new contract 
when the existing one expires, which it will do 
in a few months. 

The one thing we have not done, and which we 
have to work upon, is to learn how to handle the 
Chinese question. The position of the Chinese 
workers is not at all satisfactory from a union 
standpoint. These workers have not yet learned to 
trust our labor movement, owing to their past ex- 
perience with our movement. We have this to 
overcome; but if we keep at it in a friendly spirit 
there is no doubt that we shall eventually succeed. 

Now, don't forget! Look for that union card 
in the front window of every store before you go 
in to make a purchase. Do your part to make 
this a union town. You can be sure the other 
fellow will do his. 

ee > 
FARMERS’ OUTLOOK 

The Director of Foreign Agricultural Relations 
predicted in Washington, this week, that United 
States farm exports would shrink further if war 
continued, and said agricultural exports faced a 
longtime “problem of adjusting themselves to the 
limitations of what appears likely to be a pro- 
foundly changed world environment.” 
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Committee Report on 
National Labor Board 


According to an Associated Press dispatch from 
Washington, the special House committee’s report, 
calling for a reorganization of the National Labor 
Relations Board listed these findings: 

1. The board has been “unfair and_ biased,” 
“srossly partisan” toward certain unions and 
“most deplorably biased” in relations to employers 
and employees. “Radical tendencies and the entire 
absence of judicial temperament’ have been re- 
sponsible for criticism of the board. 

2. The solicitation of litigation by the board, 
the “favoritism displayed by it toward the C.I.O. 
and the deliberate use of dilatory methods have 
induced and protracted a large number of indus- 
trial disputes.” 

Selection of Personnel 


3. Much criticism of the board could have been 
avoided if personnel had been selected because of 
ability “rather than upon a basis of his Leftist 
inclinations or preconceived prejudices.” 

4. Because certain board regulations and instruc- 
tions have been “without any color of legal au- 
thority,” the board “has exceeded its authority by 
substituting its autocratic judgment for the Con- 
vressional mandate.” 

5. State’s rights have been “virtually nullified” 
by the board’s power to interpret the constitu- 
tional phrase “interstate commerce” and Congress 
should consider legislation ‘‘to restore the neces- 
sary balance to the federal system.” 

Other portions of the news dispatch in refer- 
ence to the report were as follows: 

Member Criticized 

The majority devoted a long section of the re- 
port to a discussion of the work of board member 
Edwin S. Smith. It said the inquiry disclosed a 
“disturbing personal interest” in persons “known 
to be opposed to the American system of private 
enterprise.” 

“Moreover its [the Board's] policy is in reality 
hostile also to the American Federation of Labor, 
even though the board has attempted to salve the 
feelings of the A. F. of L. by a policy of refusing 
to charge company domination directly but 
achieving the same result through indirection.” 

Salinas Case Cited 


The Salinas case of the Grower-Shipper Vege- 
table Association was cited as an example of denial 
of due process of law, and as one of many cases 
in which “it was shown that the National Labor 
Relations Board and its staff has consistently de- 
nied to persons appearing before it their legal 
right to a fair and impartial hearing and decision 
as guaranteed by the constitution of the United 
States. 

“Significant for its denial of due process by a 
confusion of the judicial and enforcement func- 
tions of the board,” said the report, “the entire 
case shows a complete lack of fairness in the hear- 
ing accorded to the respondents.” 

The West Coast longshoremen’s case was cited 
as illustrative of “the manner in which the board 
can abuse its authority for the benefit of a pre- 
ferred group.” 


“ 
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SEE? DADDY 

“Dear Tom: Come tomorrow evening, sure. 
Daddy is at home, but is laid up with a very 
sore foot. See? Mary.” 

“Dear Mary: I can’t come tomorrow evening. 
I'm laid up on account of your daddy’s sore foot. 
See? Tom.” 
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RYAN APPOINTED ORGANIZER 

Kenneth J. Ryan, a well known member of the 
local Bartenders’ Union, and prominent also in the 
work of the culinary crafts’ Joint Board and the 
general labor movement of the city, has been 
named a general organizer for Montana and Wyo- 
ming in the work of the international union of 
which he is a member, the Hotel and Restaurant 
Employees’ International Alliance and Bartend- 
ers’ League of America. The appointment was 
made by President Flores of the international, 
and Ryan expects to remove to the area of his new 
activities within ten days. Congratulations and 
good wishes for future success are being extended 
by his numerous friends. 

= > 

FAVOR BUILDING SERVICE UNION 
Sweeping victories for Building Service Em- 
ployees No. 113 mark the elections being held in 
Minneapolis hospitals to determine whether or not 
employees of these institutions wish to be repre- 
sented by that union. The vote at the Swedish 
hospital was 86 in favor of the union and 4 against; 
at the Northwestern, 61 for, 14 against; at St. 
Barnabas, 35 for, 30 against. All union labor in 
Minneapolis is said to be interested in the situa- 
tion. The hospitals attempted through legal 
means to have these institutions set apart as priv- 
ileged concerns that could deal with their em- 
ployees as they saw fit. These hopes were blasted 
when the courts ruled in favor of the union. 

———————_ @____———_- 


Course in First Aid 


Margaret Hall, of the Girls’ Club and Commun- 
ity Center, located in the Mission district, makes 
the following announcement, which should prove 
of interest to those interested in “First Aid” work, 
especially in view of the possibilities of such edu- 
cation in connection with the defense program: 
“A standard course in ‘First Aid,’ for men and 
women, will commence at the Girls’ Club and 
Community Center, 362 Capp street, on Wednes- 
y, January 8, at 7:30 p. m., and will continue 
every Wednesday evening thereafter until comple- 
tion of course. Mrs. Walter Hansen, an author- 
ized Red Cross teacher, will conduct the class. 

“The past 31 years has shown that a person 
‘First Aid’ is invaluable not only to the 


trained in 


: individual but to the conimunity in which he lives 
as well.” 


The concerns listed below are on the “We 
Don’t Patronize” list of the San Francisco Labor 
Council. Members of labor unions and sympa- 
thizers are requested to cut this out and post it: 
Adam Hat Stores, Inc., 119 Kearny. 

A. Desenfant & Co., manufacturing jewelers, 
150 Post. 

American Distributing Company. 

Austin Studio, 833 Market. 

Becker Distributing Company. 

B & G Sandwich Shops. 

Beauty Shops at 133 Geary (except Isabelle 
Salon de Beaute). 

California Watch Case Company. 

Curtis Publishing Co., publishers of * ‘Saturday 
Evening Post,’ ‘Ladies’ Home Journal,” 
“Country Gentleman.” 

Dial Radio Shop, i. rat. 

Drake Cleaners and 

Duchess Sandwich ag 1438 California. 

Forderer Cornice Works, 269 Potrero. 

Gantner & Mattern, 1453 Mission. 

Golden State Bakery, 1840 Polk. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of overalls and 
workiigman's clothing. 

Howard Automobile Company. 

John Breuner Company. 

Kroehler Furniture Manufacturing Company. 

L. C. Smith Typewriter Company, 545 Market 

Magazines “Time” and “Life,” products of the 
unfair Donnelley firm. 


M. R. C. Roller Bearing Company, 550 Polk. 


Will Examine Proposed 
Bills Aimed at Sabotage 


Organized labor has voiced alarm over possibly 
dangerous provisions in several so-called “model” 
anti-sabotage and “home-guard” bills which are 
to be introduced in forty-three state legislatures 
during January. 

These measures, says “Labor,” organ of the 
Standard Railroad Labor Organizations, were 
drafted by the Federal-State Conference on Law 
Enforcement Problems in National Defense, which 
was set up by organizations of state officials, the 
Interstate Commission on Crime and the United 
States Department of Justice. 

Search for “Jokers” 

Committees of labor leaders are at work analyz- 
ing the bills to learn whether they contain “jokers” 
that might be used to curb the rights of labor. 

One committee was named at a recent Wash- 
ington conference of state labor commissioners 
and executives of state federations of labor. It is 
headed by Assistant Secretary of Labor Dan W. 
Tracy and includes Reuben G. Soderstrom, presi- 
dent of the Illinois State Federation of Labor; 
Morton Mooney, Connecticut’s assistant state 
labor commissioner, and James B. Carey of the 
GRO: 

Among clauses believed to be perilous to labor 
are those which would permit local authorities to 
shut off streets and highways adjoining industrial 
plants. This could be used to break strikes, it was 
declared. Also condemned is a clause in the “home 
guard” bill, which would make state guards sub- 
ject solely to military law and not answerable for 
their acts under civil law. These guards are to be 
formed to replace National Guardsmen called into 
federal service. 
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“Men will wrangle for religion; write for it; 
fight for it; die for it; anything but live for it.”— 


Colton. 

William W. Hansen - - - - - - - - Manager 
Dan F. McLaughlin - - - - - - - President 
Geo. J. Amussen - - - - Secretary 
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“We Don’t Patronize” List 


National Beauty Salon, 207 Powell. 
Navlett Seed Company, 423 Market. 


O’Keefe-Merritt Stove Co. Products, Los An- 
geles. 

Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom. 

Purity Springs Water Company, 2050 Kearny. 

Remington-Rand Inc., 509 Market. 

Riggs Optical Company, Flood Building. 

Romaine Photo Studio, 220 Jones. 

Royal Typewriter Company, 153 Kearny. 


Sherwin-Williams Paint Company. 

Speed-E Menu Service, 693 Mission. 

Standard Oil Company. 

Stanford University Hospital, Clay and Webster. 

Sutro Baths and Skating Rink. 

Swift & Co. 

Underwood Typewriter Company, 531 Market. 

W. & J. Sloane. 

Woodstock Typewriter Company, 21 Second. 

Wooldridge Tractor Equipment Company, 
Sunnyvale, California. 


All non-union independent taxicabs. 


Barber Shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Journeymen Barbers’ Union are unfair. 

Beauty Shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Hairdressers and Cosmetologists’ De- 
partment of the Journeymen Barbers’ Inter- 
national Union of America are unfair. 

Cleaning establishments that do not display the 
shop card of Retail Cleaners’ Union, Local 
No. 93, are unfair. 
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Organizing by C. I. O. 
Proves Very Expensive 


The fight in the International Woodworkers of 
America, the “front” in the Northwest of the 
C.1.0., has brought some interesting facts or state- 
ments to light. The fight has to do with a num- 
ber of incidents in the work of the organization, 
but the real sore spot seems to be the sending of 
Adolph Germer from New York City to show 
Northwest lumber and timber workers how to or- 
ganize the unorganized. 

The “Timber Worker,” official organ of the 
International Woodworkers of America, recently 
printed a lengthy article under the caption, “Board 
Orders Germer to Vacate Position,” meaning the 
executive board of the international, of course. In 
part, the “Timber Worker” said: 

Assessment on Members 

“The findings of the executive board revealed 
that $28,348.75 had been paid into the fund created 
by the membership in voting a 50-cent per month 
per member assessment for organizational purposes 
last summer. Of this amount, $15,297.80 had been 
expended. The total number of workers organized 
was found to be 1608, according to organizers’ 
reports. 

“The board particularly noted that out of the 
1608 workers organized since the present cam- 
paign was initiated 745 of these were brought into 
the organization in Everett, Washington. 

“The board compared the Everett case with that 
of Longview, Washington, where a sum of $1933.75 
had been expended from the I.W.A. organizing 
fund alone, with only 180 men being organized. 
Of this 180 organized, 95 had been brought into 
the I.W.A. by local union members not under the 
direction of Germer. 

“Strife, Confusion, Disruption” 

“In Longview no progress was being made, but 
instead internal strife, confusion and disruption 
was rampant. In the place of attempting to cor- 
rect this condition, by placing in Longview or- 
ganizers who could take full advantage of the 
organizing possibilities existing there, Germer con- 
tributed to the deplorable situation by maintaining 
the same organizers and adding others who suc- 
ceeded only in adding to the confusion and dis- 
ruption.” 

Taking the figures of the executive board, it is 
easy to see that the cost of “organizing the un- 
organized” timber workers is $95.13 per man! 

. 
UNCLE SAM’S FINANCES 

Expenses and receipts of the U. S. government 
for the current fiscal year through December 26, 
compared with a year ago, were reported as fol- 
lows: 


This Year 
$5,005,471 ,942.24 
2,888,007 323.47 
2,117 464,618.77 


Last Year 
$4,682,838,863.00 
2,722,014,931.97 
1,950,823,931.03 
1,941,628,131.03 
2,512,374,380.76 
1,805,101,326.90 
41,928, 184,884.40 
17,614,190,596.37 
174,382 ,868.44 


Expenses 
Receipts 
Gross deficit.... 
Net deficit 
Cash balance... 2,033,527,470.67 
Working balance 1,293,538,375.44 
Public debt 44,998, 148,740.17 
Gold reserve. .. .21,937,376,083.02 
Customs 154,759,133.56 
o____—_—- 

Flaming Youth flames longer by giving the eye 
to the curves on the road instead of the curves in 
passing vehicles. 
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AVERAGE FAMILY SPENDING 
The average American family spends $1236 each 
year in retail purchases, the Census Bureau reports. 
Food stores take $310 of the total, department 
stores $176, automobile dealers $166, miscellaneous 
stores $124, and restaurants and bar rooms $104, 
aera.” hee 
PICKETS ON DUTY 700 DAYS 
Striking waiters and kitchen workers have been 
on picket duty more than 700 days at the Brass 
Rail, Times Square area restaurant. The second 
anniversary of the strike, one of the longest in 
New York’s history, will be marked on January 
18, if the restaurant management persists in its 
attitude of refusing to enter into a contract with 
the two A. F. of L. unions involved. The unions 
have offered to submit the issues to arbitration, 
but the offer has not been accepted by the man- 
agement. 


‘Sm — 
New Law for Motorists 


Driving without a rear red reflector to serve as 
a warning in addition to the tail light became il- 
legal with the arrival of the new year. The reflec- 
tor is required by a law enacted at the 1939 ses- 
sion of the Legislature. 

Ievery reflector, the law stipulates, shall be 
mounted at a height not less than sixteen inches 
nor more than sixty inches above the ground. It 
is also specified that each reflector “shall be of 
such size and characteristics and so maintained 
as to be readily visible at night from all distances 
within three hundred feet to fifty feet ... when 
directly in front of lawful upper beams of head- 
lamps under normal atmospheric conditions.” Late 
model cars and some older models have the re- 
flectors as part of their equipment. 


o—___—_ 


Labor Group to Aid British 


Matthew Woll, a vice-president of the American 
Vederation of Labor, and president of the League 
for Human Rights, Freedom and Democracy, an- 
nounced, last week, the formation of an “Ameri- 
can labor Committee to Aid British Labor.” 

The committee, Woll said, will call for the or- 
ganization of local groups throughout the coun- 
try in connection with the League branches and 
with central labor bodies affiliated with the 
Ay B..0f l: 

The League also will appeal to all international 
unions to aid the new committee in raising funds 
and collecting clothing, blankets, medicine and 
other goods for British workmen who have be- 
come victims of indiscriminate bombings and de- 
struction by the Axis air raids. 

Woll made his announcement at a luncheon 
given by the League, in New York, for Sir Walter 
Citrine, general secretary of the British Trades 
Union Congress, who will speak in San Francisco, 
at the Civic Auditorium, next Tuesday night. 
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Preliminary Report on 


Federal Aid to Migrants 


The special House committee investigating the 
migrant problem will file a preliminary report with 
Congress this week. 

Chairman Tolan, of California, said the report 
would consist mainly of a review of the commit- 
tee’s work and a summary of suggestions for con- 
gressional action submitted to it by scores of wit- 
nesses at hearings held in various cities. Dozens 
of suggestions are said to he contained in the 
testiniony taken by the committee, some of which 
are declared to be worthy of serious consideration. 

Suggestions of Witnesses 

Chief among the more noteworthy, as well as 
controversial, made by witnesses 
seemed to be these: 

1. Extension of 
agricultural workers. 

2. Regulation of wages and hours of indus- 
trialized agricultural labor, and extension of the 
national labor relations act to this same group. 

3. Expansion of the present soil conservation 
program to include, perhaps, a rural public works 
program. 

4, Use of reclaimed land to resettle agricultural 
migrants. 


suggestions 


social security legislation to 


Increased Federal Aid 


Most every witness agreed also, the transcript 
of testimony shows, that there was a great need 
for improving social conditions among migrants. 

Increased federal aid to the states for educa- 
tional purposes was recommended, with emphiasis 
to be placed on vocational training. 

Placing of curbs on irresponsible advertising was 
recommended by several witnesses, who protested 
that as such it leads almost always to “waste” 
migration—an oversupply of labor in the fields or 
in industrial centers. 

—@&__—_——_—_ 
$60,000 BACK PAY REFUNDED 

More than $60,000 has been refunded to 5400 
women working in restaurants in New York state 
since the minimum wage order went into effect in 
that industry six months ago. It was stated that 
employers who were found paying less than the 
legal minimum rates made restitution immediately, 
in proof of their willingness to live up to the letter 
and the spirit of the law. A large proportion of the 
underpayments were said to be due to lack of un- 
derstanding of the terms of the new order. Of the 
8600 restaurants in the state which have been in- 
spected during the last six months, 70 per cent 
were found to be in compliance. 

ee 

The next long range proposal, now the subjejct 
of discussion, is that of a celebration in 1949 com- 
of the discovery of 


memorating the centennial 


gold in California. 
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